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AVID 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
AVID  
(Elective Credit)  
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This program prepares students in the academic middle for four-year college 
eligibility.  It has a proven track record in bringing out the best in students and in closing the 
achievement gap.  AVID stands for Achievement Via Individual Determination.  It is a four year 
support program for students planning on going directly to a four-year college or university. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AVID SENIOR SEMINAR  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite:  Completion of at least 1 year of AVID and instructor approval  
 
DESCRIPTION:  AVID Senior Seminar is the culminating year of the AVID PROGRAM.  In 
addition to providing academic instruction and support to students; motivating students to seek 
a college education; increasing coping skills, giving students entry-level college skills; and, 
increasing students’ level of career awareness. Senior Seminar also assists students with 
preparing college essays and applications and applying for scholarships.   
 
Note:  For AVID SENIOR SEMINAR to qualify as a University of California “G” elective student 
must also successfully complete AVID in the junior year. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AVID TUTORS  
(Elective Credit)  
Grade:  11-12 
Prerequisite:  Recommendation required 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Must be Advanced Student and Tutor Trained 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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         BUSINESS ACADEMY 
             (Application process and acceptance into program required) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY I  
(Elective Credit) 
Grade: 10 
Prerequisite: None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This introductory course is designed to give students a broad understanding 
of the field of small business entrepreneurship and the role that entrepreneurship plays in 
society.  It is organized around a practical model single product business that students develop 
and run in the second term.  Students will get to think and act in a creative manner, obtain 
exposure to local small business owners, assess their potential for entrepreneurial careers and 
develop attitudes and skills that will be useful in any future academic and/or professional 
endeavor.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
VIRTUAL ENTERPRISE  
(Elective Credit) 
Grade: 11 
Prerequisite: None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  In this course the student uses the basics of entrepreneurship learned in 
Business Technology I to seasonally open, operate, and seasonally close a student store.  The 
course draws from “traditional” entrepreneurial thinking utilizing marketing, finance, production, 
public relations, and human resources.  Students will apply economic principles to their 
practical model while fulfilling their Economics requirement.  Local small business owners will 
also mentor the students.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ENTREPRENEURSHIP  
(Elective Credit)  
Grade: 12 (over 16 years of age) Period: 4 only  
Prerequisite: None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This fall term only ROP course teaches students the opportunities and 
limitations related to starting a business; legal forms of business ownership, risk management, 
how to plan a market survey and strategy, prepare a financial plan and how to choose a 
business location.  Students are placed into community internships during the second block 
semester.  
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
ENGLISH 1 
(English Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 9   
Prerequisite:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  The English 1 classes cover the basics of language, literature and written 
composition as a preparation for the sequential English curriculum. The class covers the genre 
of literature, the rules of language, the conventions of grammar, the mechanics of writing, as 
well as many of the facets of narrative and expository writing.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HONORS ENGLISH 1  
(English Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements  
Grade: 9 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation 
 
DESCRIPTION: Honors English is a California Standards-based course designed to meet the 
special needs of students who have been designated as high achievers, challenging them with 
instruction stressing the higher levels of the cognitive domain. The difference between this 
program and other levels of English I is in performance expectations, range of source material 
available, and level of difficulty of the literature studied. The course will incorporate a 
humanities approach to the study of literature. An in-depth study of literature will enable the 
student to recognize the power of language to convey philosophies, values, emotions, and 
truths about the human condition. Honors English 1 uses the building of theme essays through 
the use of short stories and the writing of a 1,500 word Biographical Essay. 
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ENGLISH 2  
(English Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements  
Grade: 10   
Prerequisite: English 1  
 
DESCRIPTION:  English 2 emphasizes the learning of writing variation, sentence combining, 
verbal, parallel structure, vocabulary and the correct use of basic grammar skills including 
punctuation, capitalization and spelling. Students are expected to write various types of 
expository essays including descriptive, comparison and contrast and argumentative. In 
addition, sophomore English emphasizes a thorough understanding of literature through the 
reading of novels, short stories, poetry and drama. In both English 2 and Honors English 2, an 
emphasis on passing the CAHSEE exam and complying with Common Core Standards is 
required. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HONORS ENGLISH 2  
(English Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 10   
Prerequisite: A minimum of a B- in both semesters of Honors English 1. Teacher 
recommendation. 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This course will provide students with an understanding of archetypes in 
literature as they manifest themselves in different genres: critical analysis essays, etc. Using 
four basic archetypal motifs that appear in literature in all times and places. Students will 
discover that rather than simply entertainment, literature is an expression of society’s deepest 
concerns and most far-reaching visions.  The course also emphasizes an understanding of the 
elements of good writing: clarity of purpose, coherence, unity, and completeness both in the 
literature that students read and in the compositions that they write. In addition to reading the 
regular curriculum for English 2, students will read other novel selections (e.g., Lord of the 
Flies by William Golding to enhance those concepts which they will learn in Honors World 
History.  Other possible novels selected by the Honors English 2 teacher, may include:  
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, etc...).  In both English 2 and Honors English 2, an emphasis 
on passing the CAHSEE exam and complying with Common Core Standards is required. 
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__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ENGLISH 3 (English Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 11   
Prerequisite: English 2 or Honors English 2 
 
DESCRIPTION:  The students study important literary works by American authors to 
understand the evolution of American thought and our own national character and cultural 
derivations. The works of these authors are studied not only as reflections of American thought 
in all its variety, but also as examples of good literary craftsmanship. Composition, grammar, 
usage, vocabulary and spelling are areas of concentration (as expected pieces for entry and 
comprehension into college); students must be familiar with the same literature as other 
competing college students; Familiarity with Literacy Terminology (such as similes, metaphors, 
paradoxes, psychological and sociological characterization, three types of irony, etc). 
 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION 
(English Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 11   
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of English 2 
 
DESCRIPTION:  At the heart of an AP English Language and Composition course is the 
reading of various texts. Reading facilitates informed citizenship and thus increases students’ 
capacity to enter into consequential conversations with others about meaningful issues. Also 
contributing to students’ informed citizenship is their ability to gather source materials 
representing particular conversations and then make their own reasonable and informed 
contributions to those conversations. Students’ ability to engage with outside sources in their 
reading, writing, and research is an important measure of their intellectual growth. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ENGLISH 4   
(English Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements  
Grade: 12  
Prerequisite: None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  All students need continuing education in language arts. By the senior year in 
high school, students have been provided instruction in most aspects of this discipline. The 
senior English class provides students the additional opportunity to acquire language skills, 
critical learning analysis, demonstrable increase in both functional and literacy readings, 
familiarity with college-level vocabulary, progress in essay composition (including 
Argumentative, Compare/Contrast and Research essays) Students should be proficient in 
application of all language arts skills; these necessary requirements are the foundation for all 
other core/curriculum classes, knowledge which they may not have learned, and additionally, 
and just as important, the opportunity to explore the ways that the skills and knowledge will 
have practical application in their lives.  
 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION  
(English Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 12  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 3   
 
DESCRIPTION: Advanced Placement Literature and Composition is designed to prepare 
students for the AP English and Literature Examination.  The class will provide college level 
critical reading, writing, and analytical skills.  Students will read a numerous myriad of novels, 
short stories, plays, and poetry with a focus on understanding and interpreting each author’s 
unique style, use of literary devices, and universal themes.  In class discussions, including 
timed essays to prepare students for three 40 minute AP essays which they will write on the 
AP Exam.  We will practice timed essays on Poetry, Prose and novels, per the College Board’s 
recommendations, and AP practice tests will help students to prepare for the rigors of college 
assignments and in class examinations.  In order to have sufficient literary background for the 
AP Exam, students should first complete World Literature in the fall.  
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WORLD LANGUAGE 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FRENCH 1 
(Foreign Language Credit) (Language other than English) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Description:  French 1 is a basic introduction to the French language. Speaking, writing, and 
reading skills as well as listening comprehension and knowledge of grammatical structures will 
be developed in this course. This course will be taught in French, and English will be used only 
for clarification. French 1 is a college preparatory class, which fulfills one of two years needed 
for section E of the A-G requirements.  
 
 
FRENCH 2 
(Foreign Language Credit) (Language other than English) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite:  “C” grade or better in French 1 
 
Description:  In French 2 the students gain greater confidence and control of the language.  
New grammatical structures and vocabulary are introduced and the students use their 
speaking, listening, reading and writing skills from French 1 to build and increase their 
knowledge of the French language.  Skits, dialogues, video and audio materials, group 
projects and writing projects are utilized to dramatically increase the student’s abilities and 
knowledge of the French language and French-speaking culture.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 



9 
 

 
 
FRENCH 3  
(Foreign Language Credit) (Language other than English) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement  
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite:   “C” grade or better in French 2 
 
Description:  Students should expect to be actively engaged in their own language learning. 
The curriculum will emphasize more challenging use of the language and will be conducted 
entirely in French. In addition to use of the text, students will give presentations, read short 
stories, watch films and write often in an effort to increase fluency in French. Cultural topics 
focus on the customs and traditions of the French-speaking world. There will be presentation 
projects about cultural events in the French-speaking world and the students will prepare at 
least one project independently during the course. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 HONORS FRENCH 4 
(Foreign Language Credit) (Language other than English) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite:   “B” grade or better in French 3 
 
Description:  French 4 honors will emphasize the usage of previously learned language skills 
to enhance their cultural knowledge of both themselves and the French-speaking world. 
Language skills are reinforced through authentic language, such as classical literature text and 
modern media. The curriculum will emphasize more challenging use of the language and will 
be conducted entirely in French. French 4 students will be able to demonstrate their ability to 
produce and recognize target language material. Through this advanced study of French, 
students will learn to clarify and produce a more advanced level of language with both their 
native language and the target language itself. French 4 Honors students will read one novel 
during the course, as a book circle, and complete comprehension and cultural activities based 
on the novel. There is a final project required, which will showcase the student’s proficiency in 
French.  
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SPANISH I  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade:  9-12   
 
DESCRIPTION:  The Realidades one textbook is used with the objective of   basic proficiency 
in listening, speaking, writing and reading skills in Spanish. The students learn how to ask and 
answer questions through practice with partners, in small groups and as a whole 
class.  Students will write short paragraphs about themselves and their family/friends, 
etc.  They will also participate in oral presentations that develop their Spanish 
listening/speaking skills.  They will develop knowledge of the culture and geography of the 
Spanish-speaking world. Homework is in practice workbooks and students use i-pads to do 
interactive lessons with wireless immediate feedback. Notebooks are required and include 
sections dedicated to correct sentence writing, writing strategies, vocabulary development, 
creative story reading/writing skills, music and grammar. Reading selections develop reading 
skills and videos accompany each chapter with humorous, active grammar videos as well 
practice in workbooks.    
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SPANISH 2  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 9-12   
Prerequisite: "C" grade or better in Spanish 1 
 
DESCRIPTION:  In Spanish 2 the major body of the Spanish past tense (preterit and 
imperfect) grammar system is covered. Particular emphasis is placed upon listening skills and 
review of the Spanish I concepts along with vocabulary building and the practical use of 
increasingly complicated structures. The Realidades textbook is used along with the all-in-one 
guided practice and core practice workbook. Videos and humorous Gram-Activa (active 
grammar) videos are used to supplement the textbook with written/and oral projects for each 
chapter theme. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
SPANISH 3  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 10-12   
Prerequisite: "C" grade or better in Spanish 2 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Using the Reliadades (3) textbook students gain greater confidence and 
control of the language.  New grammatical structures and vocabulary are introduced and the 
students use their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills from Spanish 1 and 2 to build 
and increase their knowledge. 
Students continue to learn how to ask and answer more complex questions through practice 
with partners, in small groups and as a whole class. They will also participate in oral 
presentations/and writing essays to develop their Spanish listening and speaking skills.  They 
will develop knowledge of the culture and geography of the Spanish-speaking world. 
Homework is usually done in the Guided practice/Core practice workbook and students use i-
pads to take interactive tests and quizzes. Notebooks are required and include sections 
dedicated to correct sentence writing strategies, vocabulary development, creative story 
reading/writing skills, music and grammar. Videos shot on location accompany each chapter 
theme and Gram-Activa videos use humor to introduce and quiz students on grammar in each 
thematic chapter.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SPANISH 4  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 11-12   
Prerequisite: "C" grade or better in Spanish 3 
 
DESCRIPTION:   Realidades 3 is used as a resource for building language and grammar 
skills. Students who have attained measurable proficiency in the use of the language may 
proceed to advanced levels in which almost all of the linguistic skills are reinforced through 
concentrated practice. Students are required to practice all the seven simple tenses and many 
compound verb tenses.  We speak Spanish almost exclusively with the exception of some 
complex grammar explanations.  Short stories build vocabulary and a video series reinforces 
and builds vocabulary and stimulates interest.  Oral presentations and written papers reflect 
the student’s growing skills and confidence with expression and mastery of more advanced 
grammatical concepts.  
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AP SPANISH  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement  
Grade: 11-12  
Prerequisite:  “B” grade or better in Spanish 3 and 4 (or teacher approval in special 
circumstances) 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Temas is the text and focuses on all the 6 themes of the AP Exam with 
interpersonal, interpretative, and presentational speaking, reading, and writing skills. AP 
Spanish is comparable in content and difficulty to a college class. You will review previously-
learned material and build upon it to use more advanced features of the language in 
communicative situations. At the end of the year, students who have completed all 
requirements and participated in all activities will have all of the skills needed to communicate 
on an intermediate level about a variety of topics. This course will emphasize all five skills: 
listening, speaking, reading, writing and culture as well as advanced composition and 
conversation, while stressing grammar and oral skills. This course prepares the student to 
participate in the AP Examination if the student wishes to receive college credit. To that end, it 
is important to note that instruction is conducted in Spanish and Spanish is the required 
language of student expression on all assignments. All lessons and activities are aligned to the 
World Language Content Standards for California Public Schools K-12. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
         

MATHEMATICS 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS I 
(Math Credit)  
Grade:  9  
Prerequisite:  None 
  
DESCRIPTION:  The fundamental purpose of the Mathematics I course is to formalize and 
extend the mathematics that students learned in math K-8. This course includes standards 
from the conceptual categories of Number and Quantity, Algebra, Functions, Geometry, and 
Statistics and Probability.  The scope of Mathematics I includes linear and exponential 
expressions and functions as well as some work with absolute value, step, and functions that 
are piecewise-defined.   This course will focus on six critical areas: (1) extend understanding 
of numerical manipulation to algebraic manipulation; (2) synthesize understanding of function; 
(3) deepen and extend understanding of linear relationships; (4) apply linear models to data 
that exhibit a linear trend; (5) establish criteria for congruence based on rigid motions; and (6) 
apply the Pythagorean Theorem to the coordinate plane. 

MATH MODELING 
(Math Credit) 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: D or higher in IM l 
 
DESCRIPTION: Math Modeling is a “bridge” course, which reinforces key IM l concepts, while 
pre-teaching some IM ll standards. Students who have passed IM l, with a D or better, but may 
not adequately be prepared for success in IM ll. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS II  
(Math Credit) 
Grade: 10 
Prerequisite: Passed IM I 
 
DESCRIPTION: The focus of the Mathematics II course is on quadratic expressions, 
equations, and functions; comparing their characteristics and behavior to those of linear and 
exponential relationships from Mathematics I. This course includes standards from the 
conceptual categories of Number and Quantity, Algebra, Functions, Geometry, and Statistics 
and Probability.  The scope of Mathematics II includes quadratic expressions and functions, 
and some work with absolute value, step, and functions that are piecewise-defined. This 
course will focus on five critical areas: (1) extend the laws of exponents to rational exponents; 
(2) compare key characteristics of quadratic functions with those of linear and exponential 
functions; (3) create and solve equations and inequalities involving linear, exponential, and 
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quadratic expressions; (4) extend work with probability; and (5) establish criteria for similarity 
of triangles based on dilations and proportional reasoning.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS III 
(Math Credit) 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Passed IM I & II 
 
DESCRIPTION: In the Mathematics III course students will integrate and apply the 
mathematics they have learned from their earlier courses. This course includes standards 
from the conceptual categories of Number and Quantity, Algebra, Functions, Geometry, and 
Statistics and Probability. This course will focus on four critical areas: (1) apply methods from 
probability and statistics to draw inferences and conclusions from data; (2) expand 
understanding of functions to include polynomial, rational, and radical functions; (3) expand 
right triangle trigonometry to include general triangles; and (4) consolidate functions and 
geometry to create models and solve contextual problems. 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS 
(Elective Math Credit) Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite:  Grade of “B” or higher IM 1, IM ll 
  
DESCRIPTION:  This one year course is designed to teach the students the basics of 
Statistics.  Proper methods of collecting, analyzing, displaying and drawing conclusions from 
real life data will be taught.  In addition to normal tests, evaluation will be based on individual 
and group projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
PRE-CALCULUS 
(Elective Math Credit) Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade:  11-12  
Prerequisite:  "C" grade or better in IM 1, IM ll 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This course builds on topics originally taught in Algebra 2.  These concepts 
are expanded upon and there is a heavy focus on trigonometry and trigonometric identities.  In 
this two-semester course, students will study Pre-Calculus and its application to the real 
world.  Students will be required to demonstrate proficiency in the content to pass the course. 
This discipline combines many of the trigonometric, geometric, and algebraic techniques 
needed to prepare students for the study of Calculus and strengthens their conceptual 
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understanding of problems and mathematical reasoning in solving problems.  These standards 
take a functional point of view toward those topics.  
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS/AB 
(Elective Math Credit)  Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: “C” grade or better in Pre-calculus, IM lll 
  
DESCRIPTION:  Topics include limits, derivatives and integrals of algebraic, trigonometric and 
transcendental functions. Emphasis will be placed on preparation for the AP Calculus Test, 
which is optional.  These are considered honors courses for admission to most universities, 
and upon passage of the AP Calculus Test may receive college credit. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS/BC 
(Elective Math Credit) Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 11-12   
Prerequisite: "C" grade in AP Calculus AB 
  
DESCRIPTION:   This course will review and expand on all Calculus AB topics.  New topics 
will include polar and parametric, differentiation and integration, and improper integrals. 
Emphasis will be placed on preparation for the AP Calculus B/C exam. These are considered 
honors courses for admission to most universities, and upon passage of the AP Calculus Test 
may receive college credit.  
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PE 1 
(Physical Education Credit) 
Grade: 9 
Prerequisite: None  
DESCRIPTION: Core program for Freshman PE students.  The course will include 
fundamental skills and knowledge of team sports, fitness, water safety, and an introduction to 
individual sports. Freshman must take a 3-4 week course called “Fitness for Life” as part of 
PE.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PE 2 
 (Physical Education Credit) 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Completion of PE 1.  Must pass this course to graduate from high school 
DESCRIPTION:   This program is designed to give the students the opportunity to acquire 
and/or improve skills and knowledge to participate in a combination of racket sports, aquatics, 
and traditional and nontraditional physical education activities.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PE 3 (BOWLING)  
(Elective Credit)  
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Completion of PE 1&2  
 
DESCRIPTION:   This class is located off campus at Fireside lanes.  It is a Fee class.  
Students will bowl at Fireside lane daily, and will compete in a league setting.  Students will 
learn the history of the sport, and how to keep score and fill out re-cap sheets.  (Must provide 
own transportation) Fee required. 
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PE 4  
(Elective Credit) 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Completion of PE 1&2 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This class is a new Team Sports Class 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WEIGHTS 
(Elective Credit) 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Completion of PE 1 & 2  
DESCRIPTION:   This program is designed to improve the overall strength and fitness through 
the use of weights, apparatus, running and agility activities. Students will be given the 
opportunity to acquire and/or improve skills and knowledge necessary to participate in these 
activities. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                            SCIENCE  
 
 
 
EARTH SCIENCE 
(Physical Science Credit) 
Grade:  9 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Earth Science is a survey science course generally taken by all freshman 
students. The four components of the course include geology (study of the solid earth and 
mechanisms that cause changes), oceanography (study of the oceans and associated 
environments), meteorology (study of the weather and mechanisms of the atmosphere) and 
astronomy (study of celestial bodies) and phenomenon outside of the earth.) Many aspects of 
biology, chemistry and physics are incorporated into this course so as to prepare students for 
further study in higher-level science classes. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HONOR’S  
EARTH SCIENCE   
(Physical Science Credit)  
Grade: 9   
Prerequisite: Advanced or Proficient CASSPP scores. Instructor approval.   
 
DESCRIPTION:  Mandatory prerequisite for Honors Biology. The four components of the 
course include geology (study of the solid earth and mechanisms that cause changes), 
oceanography (study of the oceans and associated environments), meteorology (study of the 
weather and mechanisms of the atmosphere) and astronomy (study of celestial bodies and 
phenomenon outside of the earth). Many aspects of biology, chemistry and physics are 
incorporated into this course so as to prepare students for Honors and AP level science 
courses. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BIOLOGY  
(Life Science Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 10 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Earth Science (Completion of IM l highly recommended) 
 
DESCRIPTION: Biology is a laboratory science course that covers the study of living things. 
Biology focuses on the study of life by examining the five fundamental concepts of cellular 
biology, genetics, ecology, evolution and physiology.  The scientific process and laboratory 
skills are emphasized along with biology’s connections to other scientific disciplines. 
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HONORS BIOLOGY 
(Life Science Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Completion IM 1 highly recommended 
 
DESCRIPTION: Biology is a laboratory science that focuses on the study of life by examining 
the fundamental concepts of cellular biology, genetics, ecology, evolution and physiology. The 
scientific process and laboratory skills are emphasized along with biology’s connections to 
other scientific disciplines. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CHEMISTRY 
(Physical Science Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 10-12   
Prerequisite: "C" IM l, IM ll 
 
DESCRIPTION:  General Chemistry presents topics that include properties of matter, atomic 
theory and structure, chemical equations and calculations, acids, bases and salts, solutions, 
chemical equilibrium, oxidation-reduction, periodic trends of elements, molecules and complex 
compounds, quantitative analysis and organic compounds.  Hands-on laboratory assignments 
will emphasize the course content whereby students will gain experience in observing, 
collecting, and analyzing experimental data. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HONORS CHEMISTRY  
(Physical Science Credit, UC/CSU meets A-G Course)    
Grade: 10  
Prerequisite: “B” or better in Algebra 2, IM ll, Biology (Instructor approval required)  
 
DESCRIPTION: Honors Chemistry provides a rigorous curriculum to prepare students for 
college chemistry and AP Biology. Topics that include properties of matter, atomic theory and 
structure, chemical equations and calculations, acids, bases and salts, solutions, chemical 
equilibrium, oxidation-reduction, periodic trends of elements, molecules and complex 
compounds, quantitative analysis and organic compounds.  Hands-on laboratory assignments 
will emphasize the course content whereby students will gain experience in observing, 
collecting, and analyzing experimental data.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



20 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHYSICS 
(Physical Science Credit) 
Meets UC and CSU A-G entrance requirements. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: "C" grade or better in IM 1, Earth Science 
 
DESCRIPTION: Topics include motion, gravity, momentum, forces, friction, energy, heat, 
mechanical waves, sound, light, optics, magnetism, electricity, electronics, nuclear properties, 
relativity and cosmology. Hands-on laboratory work, demonstrations, and classroom 
discussions are the core of the course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HUMAN ANATOMY/PHYSIOLOGY (Life Science Credit, UC/CSU Approved A-G Course)  
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Grade of “C” or better in Biology  
 
DESCRIPTION: Human Anatomy and Physiology is a laboratory based course that 
investigates the structure and function of the human body. Topics covered will include the 
basic organization of the body; biochemical composition; and major body systems along with 
the impact of diseases on certain systems. Students will be responsible for proper use of lab 
equipment, lab reports, and projects assigned throughout each unit. This course is designed to 
prepare students with the skills necessary to be successful in future life science classes in 
college. 
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    FRESHMAN FOUNDATION 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Freshman Foundation 
Prerequisite:  None - Paired with Health for 18 week course 
Grade:  9 
	
DESCRIPTION:	 	 	 This course is designed to help students acclimate to the rigors of high 
school. Our 9 week course will include information on A-G requirements, Naviance and Zangle 
training, binder and grade checks, Cornell note-taking, public speaking, effective study habits 
(including organizational skills using the Maverick handbook), as well as an introduction to 
extra-curricular activities: school clubs, sports (several no-cut teams), Drama Crew, Comedy 
Sports, Maverick Maniacs, cheer squad, dance team, etc.).  
 

      

 HEALTH 
 

HEALTH  
(Health Credit, Graduation Requirement) 
Prerequisite:  None - Paired with Freshmen Foundation for 18 week course 
Grade: 9-12  
 
DESCRIPTION:  Health and Safety are a one term course which meets the state requirements 
in Health, Safety and First Aid.  Three weeks of Health are devoted to “Family Life.”  Parents 
must sign permission slips for their sons/daughters to be included in this portion of the class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WORLD HISTORY  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements  
Grade: 10 
Prerequisite: None  
 
DESCRIPTION: This introductory level course examines major turning points in the shaping of 
the modern world, from the late eighteenth century to the present. Students examine the 
relationships between current issues and their historical, geographic, political, economic and 
cultural context and focus on the growing interdependence of people and cultures throughout 
the world.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HONORS WORLD HISTORY 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 10  
Prerequisite: None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Honors World History. This advanced introductory social studies course is a 
more in-depth-study of the geographic, political, economic, and cultural aspects of the major 
turning points in the shaping of the modern world. The class covers the history of civilization 
from the Renaissance to modern times, with an emphasis on cultural development and the 
outstanding personalities who have shaped human progress. Honors World History places a 
special emphasis on critical thinking, reading, and writing skills concerning the political, social, 
and economic developments and ideas that have shaped the past and are shaping the present 
time. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
US HISTORY  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 11  
Prerequisite: None  
 
DESCRIPTION:  This course presents a survey of economic, political, social and geographical 
aspects of U.S. History in a chronological framework.  After an overview of early American 
history through the Reconstruction Era, major areas of study include Industrialization, reform, 
World War I, the Depression and the New Deal, World War II, the Cold War, Civil Rights and 
issues facing contemporary America.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT US HISTORY 
Meets US/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of World History, teacher recommendation 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This course focuses on the development of historical skills (chronological 
reasoning, comparing and contextualizing, crafting historical arguments using historical 
evidence, and interpreting and synthesizing historical narrative) and the development of 
students’ abilities to think conceptually about U.S. History from approximately 1491 to the 
present. Themes to be discussed; American and National identity; Migration and Settlement; 
Politics and Power; Work, Exchange, and Technology; America in the world; Geography and 
the Environment; and Culture and Society. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ECONOMICS  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  12 (9 weeks) Paired with American Government for 18 week course 
Prerequisite: None 
  
DESCRIPTION:   This course covers the study of major Microeconomic concepts.  Topics of 
study include economic indicators, scarcity, opportunity costs; the market system, freedom of 
choice, private ownership, profit and loss, consumer skills, labor relations and the government. 
Students will be provided with opportunities to use the tools of analysis such as charts, graphs, 
and statistics and to develop critical thinking skills. 
 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ECONOMICS (MICRO) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 11-12 (18 weeks) 
Prerequisite:  IM 2 
 
DESCRIPTION:   This 18 week course is designed to prepare students for the AP 
Microeconomics exam.  Students study basic economic concepts, supply and demand, 
scarcity, various market structures, efficiency, marginal analysis and the individual firm’s 
decision making. This class requires analytic and math skills, especially in regards to graphing 
and reasoning.  Completion of IM 2 required. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  12 (9 weeks) Paired with Economics for 18 week course 
Prerequisite: None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  American Government, the culminating course in the Social Studies 
Department, prepares students for their role as citizens in a constitutional republic.  Topics of 
study include the fundamental principles and moral values underlying American democracy, 
the scope and limits of the rights and obligations of democratic citizens, the unique roles and 
responsibilities of the three branches of government under the U.S. Constitution, landmark 
U.S. Supreme Court decisions, elections at the national, state and local levels, the powers and 
procedures of state and local government, and an examination of different political systems.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT U.S. AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  12 (18 weeks) 
Prerequisite:  Must have an “A” or “B” in Honors U.S. History or an “A” in U.S. History and 
teacher recommendation 
  
DESCRIPTION:  This course is for high ability students who wish to complete studies in what 
is equivalent to a one semester college course in United States government preparing them for 
the Advanced Placement test in AP Government and Politics.  Areas of study include the 
constitutional underpinnings of American Government, political behavior, the institutions of 
national government, public policy and civil rights and civil liberties.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PSYCHOLOGY A:  SOCIAL 
(Social Studies Elective Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  11-12 (9 weeks) paired with Psychology B for 18 week course 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This course, which is connected to both the social sciences and the natural 
sciences, explores the influences of society on individual behavior and group relationships, as 
well as the explanations for human behavior.  By learning about social aspects of human 
behavior, students will gain insight into their own behavior, as well as their relationships with 
others.  Areas of study include an introduction to social psychological theories, learning and 
cognitive processes, therapy and change. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PSYCHOLOGY B:  BEHAVIOR AND DEVELOPMENT 
(Social Studies Elective Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 11-12 (9 weeks) paired with Psychology A for 18 week course 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This course, which is connected to both the social sciences and the natural 
sciences, focuses on individual behavior, as well as the biological and cognitive explanations 
for human behavior.  By learning about the biological aspects of human behavior, students will 
gain insight into their own behavior.  Major emphasis will be placed on research methods, 
stages in childhood and adolescence, how the brain works, altered states of consciousness, 
psychological testing, and psychological disorders. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY  
(Meets Social Studies graduation requirement, also meets UC/CSU “G” requirement) 
Grade: 12 (11th grade with counselor and teacher approval)  
Duration: 18 week course 
Prerequisites: A Grade in World/U.S. History or B grade in Honors World/Honors U.S. 
History, or teacher approval  
 
DESCRIPTION: This is an advanced, rigorous college-level Introductory Psychology course 
which covers the following standards in preparation for the AP Psychology Test: history and 
approaches to research methods, biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception, 
states of consciousness, learning, cognition, motivation and emotion, developmental 
psychology, personality, testing and individual differences, abnormal psychology, treatment of 
psychological disorders, and social psychology. This course will prepare students for the 
College Board Advanced Placement (AP) exam in May; passage of this fee based test brings 
the possibility of college credit. It is recommended that students take the College Board AP 
test, but it is not required.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CRIMINAL LAW  
Meets UC/CSU “G”-Requirement  
Grade: 11-12 
Duration: (9weeks) paired with Political Science for 18 week course 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Constitutional Rights and Criminal Law is a class that explores the American 
criminal justice system. Students will participate in various mock trials and simulations, to learn 
the various roles in which citizens participate in the legal system. 
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POLITICAL SCIENCE (YOU AND THE LAW)  
Meets UC/CSU “G” Requirement 
Grade: 11-12 
Duration: (9 weeks) paired with Criminal Law for 18 week course 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Meets senior social studies elective graduation requirement “you and the law” 
is an exciting look at the legal system and how it affects citizens and especially teenagers. 
Students’ role-play legal situations as Judges, Lawyers, and police officers, as they develop a 
better understand of their personal rights under the law.  
 
 
PERSONAL (SPORT) PSYCHOLOGY 
Elective 
Grade: 11-12 
Duration: (18 weeks)  
Prerequisite:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Sports Psychology is designed to introduce the student to the field of sport 
and exercise psychology by providing a broad overview of the major topics in the sports 
psychology field. This class explores various psychological theories and research related to 
sport and exercise. Psychological theories and research behavior paired with success in the 
academic arena are integrated throughout the course. The course explores such topics as 
personality, competition, self-confidence, exercise and fitness, importance of recovery, 
motivation, goal setting, school/sports/family balance, attitude, relaxation, focus, character 
development, leadership, coach/athlete relationship, anxiety control, sportsmanship, and 
burnout.” 
 
 
 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS:  
Meets UC/CSU a-g social studies elective requirement  
Grades: 11 and 12 
Duration: (18 weeks) 
Prerequisite: None 
This Course offers students an in-depth study of foreign policy. Areas of the world and 
pertinent issues are examined extensively using background readings, speeches and lecture 
notes.  Students are asked to analyze recent trouble spots in light of political, economic, 
historical and cultural differences.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



27 
 

 
 
 

           ELECTIVES 

 
 
AP Computer Science Principles 
Weighted Grade meets “g” for UC/CSU 
Grade 10-12 
Prerequisite: Completed and successfully passed IM 1 
 
The AP Computer Science Principles course is designed to be equivalent to a first-semester 
introductory college computing course. In this course, students will develop computational 
thinking vital for success across all disciplines, such as using computational tools to analyze 
and study data and working with large data sets to analyze, visualize, and draw conclusions 
from trends. The course is unique in its focus on fostering student creativity. Students are 
encouraged to apply creative processes when developing computational artifacts and to think 
creatively while using computer software and other technology to explore questions that 
interest them. They will also develop effective communication and collaboration skills, working 
individually and collaboratively to solve problems, and discussing and writing about the 
importance of these problems and the impacts to their community, society, and the world.  
 
 
 
CAREERS IN EDUCATION 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
 
DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to provide students with knowledge of career 
opportunities in the field of teaching and other school site educational professions. Career 
preparations standards, which include basic academics, safety, communications, interpersonal 
and problem-solving skills are integrated throughout the course. Active class participation is 
enhanced by field work at Carriage Elementary under the guidance of a mentor teacher. All 
students are required to observe and/or participate in a variety of settings and classrooms at 
the elementary level. The course helps prepare students for entry into careers working with 
others – especially children. 
 
Discover opportunities available in teaching and other school site professions. Explore the 
principles of learning and teaching, child guidance, classroom management, growth and 
development of children, curriculum development, and issues in education. Make classroom 
observations and deliver lessons to students using the California Common Core Standards. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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CREDIT RECOVERY – 
NG  
Grades: 9-12 
Only credits earned with course completions 
Online program during the school day offering a variety of courses to make up (Credit 
Recovery, Grade Improvement, or taking a class for initial credit) Students enroll in the 
counseling office for the individual courses. 
 
 
JOURNALISM (YEARBOOK)  
(Elective Credit)  
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Emphasis is placed on the pre-press production of the school’s 
yearbook.  Students learn concepts of scholastic journalism, desktop publications, marketing, 
advertising, fundraising, photography, writing, and working with deadline schedules.  Students 
are required to interact with all segments of the school and local community and are 
responsible for working in a professional manner with all community members and yearbook 
publishers. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
(Elective Credit) 
Grade:  9-12 
Prerequisite:  2.5 GPA, no F’s on last report card 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Provides an opportunity for students to learn parliamentary procedure, to 
function as committee members in planning and conducting activity programs for the student 
body, and to learn the processes of developing and controlling budgets.  Leadership skills are 
developed as students become involved in the day-to-day operation of the student council and 
the student activity programs such as rallies, assemblies, dances, homecoming, etc.  All 
students holding an elected student body. 
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__________________________________________________________________________ 

             
VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS – VAPA 

             Visual Arts- 2 Dimensional Art Courses 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Art Studio (Mixed Media)  
Meets UC / CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 
 
DESCRIPTION: Art Studio (Mixed Media) is a beginning level art exploration course. This 
course will introduce students to 4 genres of art making with a focus on arts career potential. 
The genres are: Cartooning, Architectural Drafting, Graphic Design and Printmaking. Students 
will work within these units on basic assignments that will focus on history, hand technique, 
vocabulary of terms, and art production. Exploration of these subjects may interest students to 
go further into the use of technology and current trends in the career path. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Art 1  
Meets UC / CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 
 
DESCRIPTION: Art 1 is a beginning art class in which students will gain an understanding of: 
vocabulary of art, color theory, right brain perception, perspective, drawing, and art history. 
This class provides students with a wide range of opportunities to experiment with materials 
such as pencil, oil pastel, charcoal, color pencil, etc.  
This class is the prerequisite for all other art classes offered and provides a sound 
foundation in the design principles and elements of art. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Beginning Drawing & Painting  
Meets UC / CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  10-12 
Prerequisite: Students should have passed Art 1 with a grade of “C”, or approval of the 
instructor. 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Beginning Drawing & Painting is a 2nd year art class where students will 
refine skills and concepts taught in the prerequisite (Art 1) and develop competencies in more 
complex and meaningful works of art. Students will be able to expand skills and knowledge in 
drawing, as well as the introduction of painting using Tempera and Watercolor. Other 
experiences include: art production, interpretation, evaluation and historical and cultural 
perspectives. Students will combine art practice and critical thinking skills. This challenging 
curriculum will prepare students to take more Adv. Art. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Advanced Drawing & Painting 1 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  11-12 
Prerequisite: Students should have passed Art 1 & Beg. Draw/Paint with a grade of “C”, or 
approval of the instructor. 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 with other costs based on individual needs. 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Advanced Drawing & Painting is a 3rd year culminating art class. This class 
is repeatable for students focused on a proven career goal in visual arts. Students will be 
guided to use professional materials, such as acrylic paint, Prisma color pencils, to express 
personal, social, historical and technical perspectives producing increasingly more complex 
and meaningful artworks in drawing, and painting. Students will solve artistic problems in 
creative, independent and individual ways. Student artwork will be of a quality appropriate for 
AP/college/career portfolios and public displays. Students will be required to participate in 
public display of their artwork and assist in staffing and community outreach in the Mesa Verde 
Art Gallery. This course will help students explore art as a fulfilling personal form of expression 
and a possible career. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Advanced Drawing & Painting Level 2 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  10-12 
Prerequisite: Students should have passed Adv. Draw/paint with a grade of “C”, or approval 
of the instructor. 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 with other costs based on individual needs. 
 
DESCRIPTION: Advanced Drawing & Painting II is a challenging 4th year art class designed 
for individual specialization in subject matter, media selection, and historic contributions to the 
creative process. Many art problems are based on AP portfolio requirements (see College 
Boards). Students will work individually with the instructor, focusing on quality, creativity and 
production using materials of the student’s choice. Students will create a series of works to be 
displayed at the end of the term. Ongoing as well as a formal critique of the series will occur 
with dialogue between the student and staff. Students are required to show their work publicly. 
Level II will prepare high performing art students for AP, college, and a lifelong enjoyment of 
making art. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT Studio Art 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  11-12 
Prerequisite: Students should have passed Advanced Drawing/Painting Level II 
With a grade of “C” or better or approval of the instructor. 
*Art materials donation:  $25.00 with other costs based on individual needs. 
 
DESCRIPTION: This course is for highly motivated students who are seriously interested in 
the study of art; the program demands significant commitment.  This program consists of two 
portfolio options; 2-D Design and drawing – corresponding to the most common college 
foundation courses. The quality and breadth of work should reflect first-year college-level 
standards.  
 
*The College Board requires a $92 fee for submitting a portfolio. Free and reduced lunch 
students are $5. 
*Unique art making materials are supplied by the student. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Visual Arts- 3-Dimentional/Sculpture Arts 
Courses     

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Beginning Ceramics  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 
 
DESCRIPTION: Beginning Ceramics utilizes simple techniques to hand-built pottery and 
ceramic sculpture.  Basic skills are discussed, modeled, and applied in student driven projects.  
Techniques such as pinch-pots, slab rolls, and coils are highlighted. 
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Advanced Ceramics 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  10-12 
Prerequisite: Students should have passed Beginning Ceramics with a grade of “C”, or 
approval of the instructor 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 with other costs based on individual needs. 
 
DESCRIPTION: Advanced Ceramics encourages students who have already taken Beginning 
Ceramics to explore more advanced techniques to hand-built pottery and sculpture.  It also 
delivers instruction concerning pottery thrown on the potter’s wheel.  Advanced glazes and 
firing techniques are encouraged.  In addition, this class places emphasis on the solution to art 
related questions and ideas. This course is repeatable for credit. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Performing Arts- Theater Courses 
*Performing Arts at Mesa include a sequential learning 

experience in Dramatic Arts and Music 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Beginning Drama  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
 
DESCRIPTION: Beginning Drama students begin to learn theatre basics:  stage terminology, 
character analysis, acting skills, including voice, body and movement.  Focus is placed on 
creative discovery through both writing and improvisation.  Strong leadership skills are taught 
in a fun collaborative process.  This is a class where you discover just how amazing you really 
are!   Students work on Monologues and Scenes, and get to perform in a Variety Show, which 
showcases their creative efforts. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Advanced Drama  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  10-12 
Prerequisite: Students should have passed Beginning Drama with a grade of “C”, or approval 
of the instructor. 
 
DESCRIPTION: Advanced Drama students continue to learn, explore and develop their 
theatre skills while being challenged to deepen their understanding of self (mind, body and 
voice) and others (empathy).  The Advanced Drama Student engages in script and character 
analysis, classroom performances, school performances, acting competitions, group projects, 
and an end-of-the-year production that is the ultimate talent showcase! 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Beginning Band 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  9–12 
Prerequisite:  Ability to play an instrument upon entry, or learn a new instrument 
 
DESCRIPTION:  An introductory course for students who would like to learn to play a band 
instrument. This course provides opportunities for students to develop skills and knowledge in 
areas such as rhythm, tone production, reading music and ensemble playing, as well as 
provide a basic foundation in ear training, music theory and Music History. Instruments are 
limited to Brass, Woodwind, and 
Percussion.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Concert Band 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Open to musicians with at least one year of experience 
 
DESCRIPTION: This course builds upon the knowledge and skills learned in Beginning Band. 
Students will focus on increasing range, rhythmic accuracy, and blend and balance as well as 
playing more difficult scales and rhythms. The emphasis of this course will be in ensemble 
playing and reading music.  
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CAREER TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION 

                                    (Formally ROP PROGRAMS) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CTE 
(Elective Credit – 20 credits per term possible) 
Grade:  10-12 (over 16 years old)  
Prerequisite:  Must apply for specific course separately by filling out a two-part CTE 
application 
 
DESCRIPTION:  The Career Technical Education Program (CTE) offers tuition-free career 
guidance and worksite placement to area high school sophomores, juniors and seniors. 
SJUSD sponsored CTE programs include Computer Business Technology, San Juan High 
School and Del Campo High School; Bakery Academy, Automotive Technology, Television 
Occupation and Construction Technology at San Juan High School; Dental Assisting at Encina 
High School; Business Academy, Law Enforcement , Dance, Arts and Media at Mesa Verde 
High School. Course work and internships where students acquire “real-work” experience, take 
place in off-site classrooms and within the business community. Please note that most 
programs require students to schedule two periods/day of CTE all year; earning a total of 30-
40 elective credits.  
 
Year-long (fall and spring term) CTE programs are restricted to seniors only include:  
Law Enforcement at Mesa Verde High School,  
Bakery at San Juan High School,  
Dental Assisting at Encina High School. 
 
 Students interested in taking CTE should see their counselors and follow school site 
enrollment protocol.  Fall Enrollment Registration and completing a CTE application. CTE 
applications can be obtained and returned to the CTE Coordinator or Counseling Office. For 
questions about the CTE Program, please contact Debra Barnard, your school site’s CTE 
Coordinator, at (916) 971-5122. 
 
 
CTE – Mesa Verde High School 

• ARTS MEDIA AND ENTERTAINMENT 
• Theater and Dance 
• BUSINESS ACADEMY 
• Law Enforcement  

 
 



36 
 

 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
                          

CTE: Arts, Media, and         
Entertainment 

__________________________________________________ 
 
 
The Pathway’s Introduction: INTRODUCTION TO PROFESSIONAL THEATRE 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite:  Beginning Drama (B or better)    

DESCRIPTION: Theatre and Performing Arts is an actor's training course that introduces the 
student to the skills and knowledge necessary to pursue a professional acting career, as well 
as providing knowledge and practical experience for careers in the collaborative field of 
professional theater. Students will study a range of professional models from Broadway to 
regional theatre to identify established practices and basic competencies required to create 
professional theatre. Students will build on the foundational skills to create project-based live 
performances using the elements of acting, dance, and music. Representative topics include: 
career research; basic theatre skills, including movement, voice, and concentration; scene 
study skills; directorial techniques (blocking and rehearsal techniques); entry-level musical 
theater techniques in dancing and singing; production elements and professional practices; 
and professional audition techniques.  Project/Show based. 

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION: 
Lecture                         Demonstration 
Class discussions        Group and individual applied projects  
Guest Speakers           Fieldtrips 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Pathway’s Concentration -   WRITING FOR THE STAGE (Playwriting):  
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite:  Beginning Drama (B or better) 
(For Pathway Certification:  Intro into Professional Theatre) 

DESCRIPTION: Who are we and what do we contribute to the stage of life? In Writing for the 
Stage, we consider what theatre is and why we feel compelled to create it. In this 
Concentration Theatre CTE course, the literature comes to life. In addition to analyzing, 
researching, and writing about text, students will take an active role in transforming text to 
actual performances. Language, theater, culture, and self are the driving themes of this 
course. We compose monologues, write narratives, act, argue character interpretation, invent, 
improvise, and otherwise consider how the story is told and how the story is used to influence 
and communicate with the world around us. Our study of culture, literature, and style spans the 
gamut from Tupac to Shakespeare, from the gods to GaGa. Quite simply, we travel the path 
from page to stage. Project/Performance Based. 

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION: 
Lecture                          Demonstration 
Class discussions          Group and individual applied projects  
Guest Speakers             Fieldtrips 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Pathway’s Capstone:  STAGE DIRECTING AND PRODUCTION 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite:  Beginning Drama  
(For Pathway Certification:  Intro in to Professional Theatre & Writing for the Stage 
 
DESCRIPTION: Whatever the form or medium of creative expression, all careers in the Arts, 
Media, and Entertainment sector require “publication” or a public presentation in one way or 
another. Consequently, this course in Stage Directing and Production focuses on the technical, 
organizational, and directorial knowledge and skills necessary to bring arts and entertainment 
to the public.  Representative topics include script analysis, producing, staging, designing, 
make-up, lighting, script writing, rehearsing, as well as marketing and promotion. Students will 
also learn about the skills and education necessary to prepare for careers in the field of 
production and direction. Project/Performance based. 
 
METHOD OF INSTRUCTION: 
Lecture                    Demonstration 
Class discussions   Group and individual applied projects  
Guest Speakers      Fieldtrips 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The Pathway’s Introduction: 
INTRODUCTION TO PROFESSIONAL DANCE 
Grade:  10-12 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This is a beginning competency based course that trains students in 
classical and contemporary genre and in the fundamentals of working and performing in a 
professional dance company, or working as a dance teacher, fitness trainer, coach, and 
choreographer.  Students will learn, rehearse, and perform basic routines and techniques.  
This will include various styles of dance.  Integrated throughout the course are Career 
Preparation Standards, which include basic academic skills, communication, interpersonal 
skills, problem solving, workplace safety, technology, and employment literacy. Students will 
understand the differing roles of performers involved in the production and presentation of 
dance. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Pathways Concentration: 
PROFESSIONAL DANCE 
Grade:  10-12 
Prerequisites:  Introduction to Professional Dance or dance performance experience verified 
by instructor approval. 

DESCRIPTION:  This is an intermediate competency based course that trains students in 
classical and contemporary genre and in the fundamentals of working and performing in a 
professional dance company, or as a dance teacher, fitness trainer, coach, and 
choreographer.  Students will demonstrate, at the intermediate level, rehearsal and 
performance preparation and evaluate technical dance problems and propose solutions. 
Students will perform dance routines, at the intermediate level, by demonstrating proper 
techniques and discussing the body as it relates to dance. This will include various styles of 
dance.  Integrated throughout the course are Career Preparation Standards, which include 
basic academic skills, communication, interpersonal skills, problem solving, workplace safety, 
technology, and employment literacy. Students will identify sources of auditions and 
understand the importance of preparation for audition.  Students will demonstrate the ability to 
work as a team member and independently, work with individuals from various cultures, and 
make positive contributions to the class. 
	 
 
The Pathways Capstone: 
MOVEMENT AND CHOREOGRAPHY (Capstone) 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisites: Introduction to Professional Dance or dance performance experience verified 
by instructor approval. 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This class is for the student with previous dance experience who would like 
to explore and prepare for careers in dance.  Students will learn the physical conditioning and 
preparation needed to prepare for post-secondary education and/or entry employment. Dance 
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technique will be perfected in a variety of disciplines through a traditional dance class format 
and through showcase performances. 
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CTE Law Enforcement  
 
 
 
Introduction to Public Safety – 10th grade 
Introduction to Public Safety is an introductory course in the legal field, which will demonstrate 
how the law strives to promote fairness, equal justice and individual rights.  The course will 
provide an important overview of California’s criminal justice system, the role of the district 
attorney, law enforcement the judicial system and special challenges within the system.  
Students will examine a variety of careers in the legal system.  Students will identify their rights 
as citizens and gain a historical overview to the Bill of Rights. 
 
Public Safety – 11th grade 
Overview course of the legal field. 
 
Advanced Public Safety – 12th grade 
The Goal of the Advanced Public Safety course is to provide students with knowledge, skills 
and experiences to aid them in a future career in the field of law or law enforcement.  This goal 
will be met by lectures by the instructor and by guest speakers, reading and research by the 
students and by hands-on practical labs.  There is also a physical fitness/training element for 
the class.  Every effort will be made to place students in Community Classrooms to give them 
hands-on experience in the field of study during the second semester of the class.  
Participation in the Citrus Heights Police Explorer program is invaluable to enriching the 
student’s experience in this coursework. 
(Note:  Community Classroom placements may have strict behavior and background 
requirements as some learning materials may be confidential in nature) 
This is a year-long class and all students are expected to attend both Semesters of the course. 
 
Must be at least 16 years old – 
Background checks are required, and proof of Immunization 
UC a-g approved. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
INSIDE WORK EXPERIENCE (IWE/TA) 
(Elective Credit) 
Teacher Aide and Office experience. 
Grade:  11-12 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Under the guidance of the teacher, carry out tasks with little or no direct adult 
supervision.  Position requires strict confidentiality, good judgment, follow school guidelines, 
and be an example to others by following the school code in dress and conduct.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER AIDES 
(Elective Credits) 
Approval based on individual school sites 
Grade:  11-12 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Students will be working under direct supervision of assigned teacher.  
Attendance will be taken at Mesa and assigned school site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IWE / TA 


